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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

The proposal of printer Champenois drawn after the 1917 calendar  



Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

The sollicited quotation of printer Devambez and artist William Malherbe 

One of the poster they issued for Banque française pour le commerce et 

l’industrie  
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

The poster Alsace-Lorraine staged at the Oloron agency Oct - Nov 1918 
 

 



Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

 

   The poster staged at the branch, 2 place de l’Opéra, Paris 
 

 « Housed at the corner of Place de l’Opéra, the Comptoir has its 

posters yelling with patriotism the duty to be fulfilled by the  

citizens at this very time. » Le Monde Illustré, 2 November 1918 
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

Auguste Leroux’s letter, 16 November 1918 

 «  … May I thank you for 

sending me the Excelsior 

article which staged our 

war loan poster. I saw with 

pleasure the inventive 

illumination of the enlarged 

poster you ordered after my 

own drawing for the façade 

of your branch at 2 Place de 

l’Opéra.  

Our printer M. Charles told 

me about your additional 

order. I am happy for our 

continuously successful 

project thanks to the 

wonderful victories on the 

battlefields… »  
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

 

 

 

 

« I am a young Alsacian boy living now in 

Paris as a refugee after being deported 

from Metz with my parents in 1914.  

May I ask for a poster of the current war 

loan.  

I would be so happy to be able to take it 

back with me to the city where I was born. I 

hope to be back within weeks… »  
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

Every day I walk by the poster. I stop and 

stare at the magnificent imagery, which is 

for sure the most beautiful and impressive 

of all… 
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Sir, it should not be difficult for you to 

imagine both the dearly treasured 

memories derived from this delightful 

composition… and the pure happiness 

brought by its possible presence in my 

home. Motherly memories of a lost 

home… 

 

 My 10-year old son, Jean, is ecstatic 

whenever he sees the oustanding and 

striking poster. He stops and gazes at it… 
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Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

The poster Alsace-Lorraine staged avenue des Champs Elysées (17 Nov 1918) 
 



Leap of fate for the war loan poster Alsace-Lorraine 

 

 

 

   The Office of Propaganda re-used  

the poster with the slogan 

rewritten specifically by the 

Comptoir : 

 

« Reproduction of the poster printed 

for the 1918 war loan… » 
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